
 

Seneca Language and Culture Program 
After School Language Nest 

Application Packet 
 

Goal:  Increase the rate at which students learn Seneca language; produce proficient Seneca 
speakers by 2020. 

Rationale:  As you are most likely aware, the Seneca Nation is losing fluent Seneca speakers at an 
alarming rate.  Changes in our program are necessary to improve the effectiveness of what we offer 
to our community through on-territory public school services. 

Under the current structure, elementary students received a yearly average of 20 hours of 
language instruction in the public schools.  Participation in the After School Language Nest will 
provide an additional 240 hours of instruction during the school year.   

 Seneca Instruction in Public 
Elementary Schools (Current) 

After School Language Nest 
Program (New) 

Hours/Week 0.5 hours – 0.75  (1class/week) 6 hours (1.5hours/day,4days/week) 
Weeks/Month 4 4 
Months/Year (Sept. – June) 10 10 
Total 20 hours – 30 hours 240 hours 
 

Details:  After School classes are held Monday through Thursday from 2:30PM to 4:45PM on the 
Cattaraugus Territory at the Saylor Building.  A snack will be provided.  Classes will begin on 
September 26th, 2016 and conclude on June 8th, 2017.  Students will follow the Seneca Nation 
Schedule.  Classes will be held when the Seneca Nation is open for business and closed in observance 
of nation holidays and Longhouse ceremonial days.  Students will take home reminders the day 
before planned closures.  They will ride their regular school bus home.   

This after school program is limited to 30 students from 3rd to 6th grade enrolled in Gowanda, Lake 
Shore and Silver Creek.  Selected students must be dedicated to learning to speak Seneca, show an 
aptitude for learning Seneca, and have strong family support for using Seneca in the home.  If more 
than 30 students qualify in the application process, a waiting list will be established. 

Requirements:  Students will be required to maintain a learning notebook, participate in the 
activities and in oral and written assessments to evaluate progress.  Good attendance is expected, 
but perfect attendance is not mandatory.  Dedication to learning Seneca is expected to be a priority 
and any absences ought to be health or culturally related. Once accepted, students will automatically 
be enrolled in the after school class each school year until the completion of 6th grade.  A waiting list 
will be established and maintained until the end of 6th grade.  If for any reason you need to pull your 
child out of the program due to other conflicts PLEASE notify staff so we can pull from the waiting 
list to give another child the opportunity to learn Seneca Language.   Notification of acceptance will 
be given by mail, email, or a phone call.  Any changes in contact information are the 
parent/guardian’s responsibility to update on a regular basis. 



 

Instructions:  Fill out the application packet completely.  Submit completed packets ASAP to 
Alexis A. Stevens at the Seneca Language Program located in the Saylor Building, Cattaraugus 
Territory, or submit directly to the Seneca Language and Culture Program staff by the specified 
time. 

Student Name ________________________________________ Date _____________________ 
   First   Last 
 
Clan:__________________________________________________ 
 
Ögwë´ö:we:ka:´ Name (if known) _______________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
    Street    Town   Zip 
 
Contact numbers ______________________________________________________________________ 
   Home             Cell   Work 
 
Email Address (if available) ____________________________________________________________ 
 
School and Grade Attending ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Names _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Medical/ Educational Needs: 
Allergies: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Medications: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
IEP/Behavioral: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency contacts: 

Name:______________________________Relation to student_________________Number_______________ 

Name:______________________________Relation to student_________________Number_______________ 

Name:______________________________Relation to student_________________Number_______________ 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  
Parent/Guardian:  Please tell us your dedication to learning Seneca. Your answers will be rated on 
how you respond to these questions, not on spelling or grammar: (Use the back if you need more 
space) 
1) Why is it important to you that you learn to speak Seneca?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________. 
2) Why is it important to you that your child learns to speak Seneca?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________. 
3) Why do you think your child should be chosen for this class? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
Student (may be given verbally for a parent to write):  Please tell us how you will use Seneca 
in your life.  Your response will be rated on how you answer this question, not on spelling or 
grammar.______________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Family Evaluation:  Order the events by importance in your family.  Write a 1 next to the most 
important and a 7 next to the least important. 
_____ Learning Seneca Language & Culture _____Watching tv/movies  
_____ Nation-based events (lacrosse, football, etc.) _____ Playing with friends  
_____ Playing video games _____ Other (list)____________________          
_____ School-based events (band, chorus, sports, etc.)   
  


