
n e w s l e t t e r 

2016 12857 Rte. 438 

Irving, NY, 14081 

716-532-0505   

Monday-Friday 7:30-5:30 

January 

February 
March  

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Nisgawakneh 

Niyo’nota:a 

O’notah 

Ganö’gad 

Wëö:dahgwa’ 

Yaikneh 

Saisgekneh 

Hayë:nia’ 

Gëdë’ökneh 

Gahsakneh 

Jodto:h 

Nisah 



Clayburn Gates Mon. Feb. 1st 

Jackson Williams Mon. Feb. 1st 

Evalene Wisniewski Wed. Feb. 3rd 

Bradley Young Thurs. Feb. 4th 

Halia Rivera Fri. Feb. 5th 

Korynn Steeprock Sun. Feb. 7th 

Elias John Tues. Feb. 9th 

Miss Amanda Tues. Feb. 9th 

Benjamin White Thurs. Feb. 11th 

Mathias Thompson Thurs. Feb. 18th 

Myles Montour Thurs. Feb. 18th 

Alexis Hummel Sat. Feb. 20th 

Ao’e:sad Hohsashehoh, Ao’e:sad Hohsashehoh 

Ao’e:sad Hohsashehoh [EVERY BODY], Ao’e:sad Hohsashehoh! 

(I am thankful you are born AKA Happy Birthday X4) 
 

   Do:nisosiya’goh, Do:nisosiya’goh 

   Do:nisosiya’goh, Do:nisosiya’goh!? 

  (How many winters have you seen? AKA How old are you? X4) 



We welcome Jamie Luke as our New Bus Driver! He is already great help around the center & 

we are glad to have him back.  

We also welcome Betty Allen as our other bus driver! She is very enjoyable to work with.  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS! 

Tami Thompson has decided to pursue her education & focus on her family. We commend her 

for her decisions to do these for herself.  

Jackie Yallup has ended her ECLC journey with us. She was an excellent teacher and loved 

by the children. We admire her decision to focus on her well being. She looks for future em-

ployment in a different field. 

We also would like to give a big farewell to Diane Parry. We congratulate her on her retire-

ment & wish her the best of fun! She was VERY helpful & a great problem solver.  

THANK YOU TO THESE LADIES FOR THEIR NURTURING SERVICES. WE WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK 

IN EVERYTHING YOU DO! 

 

This month, we would like to recognize 

Shawn Ralston as our Employee of the 

Month. He is always cheerful & ready to 

help out wherever needed. He has good  

relationships with all of the children. He 

treats them with respect and they respond to him very well. He is a very 

good example of making healthy choices. He enjoys reading and     

exercising his brain as well as his After School kids by reading with them 

& playing strategy thinking games. He has a great ability to think on his 

toes! We are very thankful the children have someone like Shawn to 

mentor them. There is nobody as nerdy as him! ;)  

Good job Shawn! We appreciate all that you put forth!  

 

Shawn Ralston 

After School Program  

Teacher Assistant 



Friday, February 26th 





Parent Committee Meeting 

Date: 1/26/16 

 

Attendance: 

Lauren Stevens 

Alana Montour 

Barbara  

Vicki Patterson 

 

Old business: 

 

ECLC Annual Holiday Bazaar Fundraiser event, Saturday 12/12/15 9AM – 4PM. –Was a success! We had sold 80 

Vendor Tables! It was discussed the cost of vendor table/space of $25 vs $30 for next year’s bazaar. It was agreed to 

sell tables at the $30 price in order to accommodate the rental cost of all the tables and the 2 chairs for each table. 

 

Super bowl Football Pool - Committee and ECLC discussed the decision of the pool due to only 6 out of the 100 

squares being sold. It was agreed to not continue the Super bowl Football Pool due to the high selling cost, limited 

amount of time left in month and lack of parent involvement to sell/promote the fundraiser. Money will be returned to 

those who bought a square. It was agreed in order for fundraisers to be a success; parents must also be active in the 

fundraising efforts. 

 

 

New business: 

 

ECLC has begun planning an event for parent involvement and also incorporating “Hug Your Child” Day into the 

theme.  

 

Election of officers- It was decided to put out a paper ballot to see who would be interested in holding a position on 

Parent Committee.  A follow up vote would be held at the next parent committee meeting. 

 

 

Parent Involvement/ Center Event: 

 

February’s parent involvement event at the center will be our “Hug Your Child Dance”. This event was suggested to 

be held in the evening in order to accommodate more families. 

Parent Involvement Coordinator will put out donation of items and parent volunteer time request form out to all par-

ents at the center for February’s event. 

 

 

Next meeting:  2/23/16 



ECLC PARENT COMMITTEE 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON DUTIES 

 

 

Call the meeting to order 

Call for minutes to be read from the last meeting 

Develop an agenda for each meeting 

Preside over the meeting, maintaining order and keep speakers on the subject according to the 

agenda 

Serve as a moderator and cast a vote only in the event of a tie. 

Follow the Robert’s Rule of Order and ensure that all members understand the operation and 

rules of the Parent Committee Ex.) make a motion, second it, etc. 

 
 

VICE CHAIRPERSON DUTIES 

 

 

Follow all Chairperson duties when the Chairperson is absent from the meeting. 

Assist the Chairperson by adhering to the meeting’s agenda. 

 

 
SECRETARY DUTIES 

 

Record business conducted at each meeting (take minutes) 

Have minutes of last meeting typed up for distribution to parents following the meeting and for 

presentation at the next meeting. **If secretary is unable to type minutes, they can provide 

written notes to Parent Involvement Coordinator, to assist with typing. 

Assist the Chairperson by adhering to the meeting’s agenda. 

Take attendance, ensure that the volunteer sign-in sheet has been completed and turned into 

the Parent Involvement Coordinator. 

 
 

TREASURER DUTIES 

 

Keep accurate financial records. 

Provide an oral & occasional written report as needed at each monthly meeting. 





Infant     Waddler    Toddler 

PreK1     PreK 2    Head Start 1 

After School1 After School 2 After School 3 

Head Start 2     Head Start 3 







HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO  

HALIA RIVERA & 

 MAYCE JONES!  

We will miss you & Good Luck! 



We will be joining PreK 2 

on a field trip to  

Shea’s Performing 

Arts for  

Sesame Street Live! 

February 26th 
More info to come as 

the date gets closer! 



Field Trip! 

Friday, Feb. 26th 
Shae’s Performing Art Center 

Sesame Street Live 



NO SCHOOL: 

Winter Break 

February 15-19th 
 

Male Involvement 

February 24th-  

Time TBA 



Field Trips in February 
 

Thursday, February 11th 

at 10:30 
Parent Involvement Day 

Love & friendship day of activities 

Friday, February 12th 

Visit Valvo Chocolate 

shop and post office 
 

February  

Birthdays 

Korynn 2/7 

Myles 2/18 



FEBRUARY 12TH: 

Male Involvement Day– 10:30 AM 

We will be going to play outside this day. Please 

send your child in with coat, snow pants, hat, & 

gloves.  
FEBRUARY 26TH: 

Ladies Day– 2:00 PM 

Clayburn Gates 

Evalene Wisniewski 

Benjamin White 

FEBRUARY  

BIRTHDAYS 



Our Good Readers 

last month: 

Jewel,  

Jaelynn,  

Laydin,  

Addison,  

& Gracelin!  

2/5 Friday– 

 NO SCHOOL for Gowanda  

   & Lake Shore 

HALF DAY for Silver Creek    

Card Making @ SNI Library 

FEB. 11th &12th –  Thurs. & Fri. 

HALF DAY for Silver Creek  
 

(FEB. 15th-19th)- NO SCHOOL:  

Mid Winter Break 

1/15 Monday- 

Buffalo Museum of Science  
1/17 Wednesday- 

Bowling @ Springville Lanes 
1/19 Friday- 

 Pizza Hut & Movies 



Field Trips 

2/15/16 Buffalo Museum  
(date may change) 

2/17/16 Bowling @ Springville Lanes 

2/19/16 Pizza Hut Movies 



Iroquois Midwinter Ceremony 

 

Type of Holiday: Calendar/Seasonal, Religious (Iroquois)  

Date of Observation: January-

February; begins five days after the first new moon in January  

Where Celebrated: New York, Wisconsin, Canada  

Symbols:   

 Bear Dance, Big Heads, Dreamsharing, False Face Society, Great Feather Dance, 

PeachStone Game, Stirring of the Ashes, Tobacco Invocation, White Dog Sacrifice  

General Description 

The Iroquois Midwinter Ceremony is held in either January or February.  When the dipper constellation appears in 
the sky directly overhead, you then wait for the new moon to be seen.  This is when the spiritual year begins.  You 
then wait 5 days after the new moon to begin the ceremony.  The celebration lasts 9 days with a lot of  traditional 

events, as well as choosing new council members for the next year. 

This celebration is observed among the tribes of the Iroquois Confederacy or The Six Nations: 
Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora.  Because the Mohawk flag is purple and white, I 

chose to use that color scheme for this page. 

This is also known as the "New Year's Ceremony" because it marks the beginning of a new ritual year. The "Big 
Heads" announce this ceremony. They are masked messengers who visit the longhouse (a bark covered structure 

where the Iroquois used to live) now used as a public activity space.  The Big Heads invite everyone to participate. 

There is no specific order to this ceremony. Each tribe has their own way of doing it.  But the usual custom is to 
first begin with the "Stirring of the Ashes" as a symbolic gesture of showing gratitude for all the blessings be-

stowed during the previous year.  There is a public naming event where all the children born during the previous 
year are now given their Indian names.  There are also two traditional Indian dances, The Bear Dance and the 

Feather Dance. 

Tobacco is an important element in many Native American celebrations.  In the Midwinter Ceremony, they have a 
Tobacco Invocation ceremony that represents a way of communicating to the Creator, both a message of thanks-

giving, as well as a plea for a successful growing season for the new year. 

The Iroquois also believe that dreams are not just fantasies. They feel dreams represent a cure for diseases and 
mental disorders. So they have a Dreamsharing Ritual.  They feel that by getting people to share their dreams in 
public,  getting opinions on what those dreams might mean, the Iroquois believe that they are better able to re-
solve whatever problems or conflicts gave rise to the dreams in the first place.  They have a group of medicine 
men known as The False Face Society, who perform the appropriate curing ritual once these dreams have been 

interpreted. 

One of the highlights of the Midwinter Ceremony used to be what was called The White Dog Sacrifice. It is no long-
er done!  Instead today, instead of a dog, they use a white basket. For more on this read further below under the 

specific customs. However, it could be a bit disturbing for animal lovers and some children. 

The Midwinter Ceremony ends with a speaker who gives a summation of the 9 days of the celebration. He also 
gives a brief thanksgiving address.  It is at this time that the new council members (who have been chosen for the 

upcoming year) are introduced to the crowd at the longhouse.  The rest of the tribe's members are now purified 

and released from the burden of their dreams. And a new year is now welcomed. 

http://www.brownielocks.com/

iroquoisceremony.html 





Head Start 1  5330 

Crystal Henhawk  

Tara Imiola   

Lacey John  

  

Head Start 2  5340 

Peter Huff   

Ashleigh Jimerson  

Heather Ribbeck   

 

Head Start 3  5350 

Keeley John   

Tamara Piskorowski  

Cindy Sanford   

After School 1   5325 

Amanda Jimerson   

Marie Nephew  

 

After School 2   5313 

Megan Kennedy   

Lauren Thompson   

Carrie Waterman  

After School 3   5331 

Hannah Jamison  

Dee Dee Parker 

Shawn Ralston   

Infant Room  5310 

Elana Halftown  

Kayla Isaac   

Eliza Jimerson 

Rayna Parker  

 

Waddler Room  5311 

Carlie Jamieson 

 Mashaun Jimerson  

Josilyn Benton  

 

Toddler Room   5312 

Jamie Gates* 

Arsenia Espinal   

Janice Skut 

Lori Waterman  

  

Pre-K 1   5321 

Rosie Vega   

Keira Thompson 

Kitty Hill  

 

Pre-K 2   5320 

Sheanne Riley    

Quin Gates    

Stephanee Halftown  

Loni Stevens 



Education Coord.     5302 

Amy Jimerson 

  
Head Start  

Education Specialist 5323 

Terri Scott 
 

After School Coord. 5316 

Gaehnew Printup 

Head Start Director    5370 

Kelly Spruce  

 
Assistant Education Coordinator 5305 

Chad Nephew 

 
Administrative Assistant   5028 

Beth Stevens 

 
Fiscal/Grants Monitor   5301 

Maryann Williams 
 

Parent Involvement Coordinator 5304 

Alana Montour 

 
BH/Disabilities Coordinator  5305 

Michelle Torres 

 
Health       5341 

Rena Fox   RN   

Jackie Gonzalez  LPN/Nutrition Coord. 

 
Facilities       5306 

Bill Cook 

Jake Jones 

 
HCSF Coordinator    5128 

Tricia Jimerson 

 
Media       5326 

Lauren Stevens 
 

Secretary      5300 

Erica John 

Kitchen/Nutrition       5302 

Sandra Jimerson* 

Wah-A-Gah Vance 
 

Therapy          5302 

Sue Alessi 

Robin Jones 

Emily Tallchief 



Sni Cattaraugus Eclc 

February 2016 

SNI: Cattaraugus  

Early Childhood Learning Center 

Community & Parents can ECLC families can 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

Random Acts  of  Kindness  Week  

Friendship  Week  

After School 

Buffalo  

Museum 

After School 

Bowling 
After School 

Pizza Hut/

Movies 

Head Start 3 

M.I.D 

10:30 

Head Start 3 

Ladies Day 

2:00 
PreK 1 & 2  

Shea’s Performing 

Arts Center 

Head Start 1 

M.I.D 

TBA 

Head Start 2 
Valvo  

Chocolate Shop 

& Post Office 

Head Start 2 
Parent Involve-

ment Day 

10:30 

SNI HYC Day 


